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Pouch 1 – source http://muzea.malopolska.pl/en/obiekty/-/a/11437349/11604258v

Chief Characteristics of all 
bags:
•Shape – either rectangular 
or trapezoidal
•Feature love scenes in the 
outdoors
•Completely filled 
background (most often 
done with couched gold 
threads)
•Have both a hanging cord 
and drawstrings, 
•Tassels along the bottom 
and possibly the side 



Pouch 2 – source http://cottesimple.com/articles/aumonieres/



Pouch 3 – source: https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/466693?img=0

Chief Characteristics:
•Background is filled in, but 
not with gold thread
•Band at top for drawstrings 
to go through
•Hanging cord



Pouch 4 – Source: http://cottesimple.com/articles/aumonieres/ Pouch 4 Other side: source - 
https://www.mkg-hamburg.de/en/collection/permanent-collection/fashion/bag-with-a-scene-of-courtly-love.html

http://cottesimple.com/articles/aumonieres/


Pouch 4 Other Angles - Source: 
https://thomasguild.blogspot.com/2013/11/aumonieres-and-purses-from-germany.html



Embroidery

For faces you can create more realism by having your stitches 
follow the contours of the face. You could also do the skin tone 
first over the whole area and do the face detail overtop of the 
skin embroidery. Hair can be done with either individual stitches 
or with knots. 

Detail from A Lover’s Purse 1340 from the Hamburg, Museum fuer Kunst und Gewerbe (Inv. 56,137)

Have your stitches flow in the direction that makes the most 
sense. For example if you are sewing a draped gown have 
the stitches follow the contours of the gown. 



Construction guidelines
1.Cutting

1. Trim extra fabric away from embroidery – leave at least a half inch on each side of embroidery to sew pouch together
2. Cut lining fabric to the same size as the shell, or slightly smaller.
3. Fold and sew (separately) the sides of the pouch together and the lining together

2.Make cords
1. Fingerloop braid three cords – one hanging cord and two drawstrings. 
2. Sixteen inches is a good length for the cords
3. Instructions for fingerloop braids can be found at http://fingerloop.org/ 

3.Sew hanging cords to both sides of the pouch
1. Turn the pouch inside out, fold down the top, sew at least one inch of the cord to the pouch. 

4. Fold down the edge of the lining and sew it to the top of the bag
5.Finish edges

1. Finish the sides and top edges
2. Edges can be finished with either a tacked down braid, or by doing tablet weaving and using the weft thread to sew the weaving to the edge.
3. If doing braids use two loops and each time you pass one through the other tack it down.
4. A really good source for doing a braid for the edges can be found at http://m-silkwork.blogspot.com/2007/04/finishing-seams-of-14th15th-century_29.html

6.Run drawstrings through eyelets
7.Make tassels and attach to bottom and drawstrings.

1. Tassels can also be added to sides (less common)
2. To make a tassel, take thread and wind it around a flashcard (I usually do around 50 turns). Next take a thread and work it under the threads and up to the top of 

the tassel. Use it to gather the threads and tie a knot. You can use this thread to sew the tassels onto the pouch. Slide the tassel off the card and take another piece 
of thread and create a “head” on the tassel by wrapping the thread around the tassel.

3. Many tassels in period also had Turks head knots covering the top part of the tassel. 
1. Best video for learning to make a Turks Head Knot can be found at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M-biPxnzvm0

http://fingerloop.org/
http://m-silkwork.blogspot.com/2007/04/finishing-seams-of-14th15th-century_29.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M-biPxnzvm0


Embroidery Sample Info



Resources

Period Examples:
• Aumônières, otherwise known as alms purses. 

http://www.cottesimple.com/alms_purse/alms_purse_history.html 
• A ca 1340 French pouch. http://m-silkwork.blogspot.com/2011/07/ca-1340-french-pouch_14.html
• Camille, Michael. The Medieval Art of Love. London: Harry N. Abrams, 1998.
• Schuette, Marie and Sigrid Müller-Christensen. A Pictorial History of Embroidery. Trans. Donald King. New 

York: Frederick A. Praeger, 1963.
• Staniland, Kay. Medieval Craftsmen Embroiders. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1991. 
• Newton, Stella Mary. Fashion in the Age of the Black Prince. Suffolk: St Edmundsbury Press, 1980.

Modern Examples:
• An aumônière as it might have appeared in 1380, Paris. 

http://www.cottesimple.com/alms_purse/my_purse.html
•

Embroidered Lovers' Purse. http://www.threegoldbees.com/projects/5-embroidered-lovers-purse

Period Illuminations:
• Codex Manesse. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Codex_Manesse
• http://diglit.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/diglit/cpg848?&ui_lang=eng

Techniques:
• Finger Loop Braids: http://fingerloop.org/
• Side Braids: http://m-silkwork.blogspot.com/2007/04/finishing-seams-of-14th15th-century_29.html 
• Brickstitch Embroidery: http://www.wymarc.com/
• Embroidery: Bentham, Tanya. Opus Anglicanum. Ramsbury: The Crowood Press Ltd, 2021
• Turks Head Knots: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M-biPxnzvm0

http://www.cottesimple.com/alms_purse/alms_purse_history.html
http://m-silkwork.blogspot.com/2011/07/ca-1340-french-pouch_14.html
http://www.cottesimple.com/alms_purse/my_purse.html
http://www.threegoldbees.com/projects/5-embroidered-lovers-purse
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Codex_Manesse
http://diglit.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/diglit/cpg848?&ui_lang=eng
http://fingerloop.org/
http://m-silkwork.blogspot.com/2007/04/finishing-seams-of-14th15th-century_29.html
http://www.wymarc.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M-biPxnzvm0

