
Eleanora of Toledo & Maria 
of Aragon

Who had the better stockings?





 

Nicholas Zaortiga, “Scenes from the Life of Our Lady”, 
1465, Borja, Zaragoza Spain. At least four needles, 
probably carrying the yarn right handed. The artist knew 
how to depict knitting and fingerloop braiding, I wish he 
hadn’t put one in front of the other. He also knew 
stockings could be knitted, but is the toe up stocking 
correct for Europe?



Maria’s stockings, 1568, St. Domenico 
Maggiore, Naples, Italy



Close up of ankle, 
showing clock detail



Sewn stocking 
diagram, 
knitted stocking 
diagram, Rutt



Maria’s linen understockings



Other stockings from St. Domenico showing 
similar styling



Eleanora of Toledo, 1545



Eleanora later
in life.



Eleanora’s stockings



Cuff chevron



Eleanora, cuff detail



Foot before conservation



Foot after conservation



K,P rows detail



Seed stitch detail



Toe decrease detail



Stocking after conservation



Toe decrease 
diagram



J. Coppi, The 
calzettero, 
1580-85


