Eleanora of Toledo & Maria
of Aragon

Who had the better stockings?






Nicholas Zaortiga, “Scenes from the Life of Our Lady”,
1465, Borja, Zaragoza Spain. At least four needles,
probably carrying the yarn right handed. The artist knew
how to depict knitting and fingerloop braiding, | wish he
hadn’t put one in front of the other. He also knew
stockings could be knitted, but is the toe up stocking
correct for Europe?



Maria’s stockings, 1568, St. Domenico
Maggiore, Naples, Italy
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Maria’s linen understockings

50. Linen understockings of Maria of Aragon, 1568. Naples,
Church of San Domenico Maggiore.

The understockings were worn underneath knitred silk stock-
ings (fig. 51). The toe of the foot is missing: they are cut in the
same way as the stockings of Francesco Ferrante d' Avalos, with
a broad gusset and a sole that tapers to a point under the heel.



Other stockings from St. Domenico showing
similar styling
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Eleanora later
in life.




Eleanora’s stockings




Cuff chevron
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Eleanora,




Foot before conservation




Foot after conservation




K,P rows detail




Seed stitch detail




Toe decrease deta




Stocking after conservation




Toe decrease
diagram
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